Poetry Terms

1. Metaphor: describe one thing as if it were something else. Her eyes were saucers, wide with expectations.

2. Personification: gives human qualities to something nonhuman. The clarinets sang.
3. Simile: use like or as to compare two unlike things. The drums were as loud as a fireworks display.

4. Alliteration: the repetition of a consonant sounds at the beginning of words, as in feathered friend.

5. Repetition: the repeated use of a sound, word, or phrase.

6. Assonance: the repetition of vowel sounds in stressed syllables that end with different consonant sounds, as in fade and hay

7. Consonance: the repetition of final consonant sounds in stressed syllables with different vowel sounds, as in end and hand.

8. Onomatopoeia: the use of words that imitate sounds

9. Rhyme: the repetition of sounds at the ends of words. 

10. Hyperbole: exaggeration of overstatement, either for comic effect or to express heightened emotion. 

11. Figurative language: Language used to create a special effect or feeling characterized by figures of speech; language that compares, exaggerates or means something other than what it first appears to mean

12. Stanza: a group of consecutive lines in a poem that form a single unit.
13. Symbol: a person, place, thing, or event that stands for itself and for something beyond itself.

14. Rhythm: a generally regular pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in poems.
15. Imagery: Vivid pictures that stick in the reader’s mind or language that speaks to the senses
16. Analogy: is a comparison between two things that are usually thought to be different from each other, but have some similarities. They help us understand things by making connections and seeing relationships between them based on knowledge we already possess

17. Line: A series of words written, printed, or recited as one of the component’s units of a larger piece of writing, such as a poem
18. Rhyme Scheme: The pattern of end rhymes in a poem. You can identify this by using different letters of the alphabet for each rhyme.
19. End Rhyme: Rhymes at the ends of lines.
